
The eastern half of Panshanger Park near Hertford opened 
to the public on 31 March.  Access is via the Thieves Lane 
car park off the A414 and from Hertingfordbury where 

the Friends of Panshanger Park have cleared the path from the 
village. 

 The historic 1,000 acre estate has been extensively mined for minerals 
for over 30 years and a management committee has been set up consisting 
of Hertfordshire County Council, owners Lafarge Tarmac and Herts & 
Middlesex Wildlife Trust.   Mining is due to end there in 2016.

Haslemere became the first Surrey town to be awarded 
Walkers are Welcome status earlier this year.  It joins 
Chesham (see our centre pages), Deal and Elham in 

Kent, Sandy in Beds, Charlbury in Oxfordshire and Alton and 
Emsworth in Hampshire which had already met the criteria for 
the award.

• The National Trust has announced plans to restore woodland to 185 
acres of the Slindon estate near Arundel in West Sussex where trees were 
felled for timber during the First World War by Canadian foresters using 
prisoner of war labour.  During the Second World War, the land was 
ploughed up and scrubland converted to agricultural use.  Named the 
‘Rise of Northwood’ project, after the ancient oak and beech trees which 
once stood on the site, the 10-year scheme will see arable fields returned 
to woodland.

At General Council the results of 
the President’s Volunteer Awards 
were announced.  

Oxfordshire had two shortlisted entries, 
Oxfordshire Weekend Walkers in the 
Promoting Walking section and Jim 
Parke in the Protecting Where We Walk 
category.  We were absolutely delighted 
that Oxfordshire Weekend Walkers won 
in their section.  Vanessa Corrick, Chair of 
the group was presented with the award.

Susan Maguire,  
Chairman Oxfordshire Ramblers

The Woodland Trust is 
acquiring 640 acres of 
mostly open land near 

Langley Vale in Surrey to create 
the first of four Centenary 
Woods to mark the 100th 
anniversary of the First World 
War.  The site, between Langley 
Vale, the M25 and Great Hurst 
Wood, will be larger than that 
of the Olympic Park in east 
London and will be followed 
by other Centenary Woods in 
Scotland, Wales and Northern 
Ireland.  

The trust has launched an 
appeal for the project but expects 
the first trees to be planted this 
autumn and for the programme to 
continue until 2018.  Local schools 
and community groups will be 
invited to plant free native trees 
and members of the public will be 

able to dedicate trees in memory of 
a family member or friend lost in 
the war.

Centenary Wood will sit 
between a number of sites with 
direct links to the First World War 
including Woodcote Park to the 
north, Tadworth to the east, and 
part of the grandstand at nearby 
Epsom racecourse, were used as 
camps where thousands of army 
recruits passed through on their 
way to the trenches, many never to 
return.  Troops were also trained in 
part of Langley Vale whilst five of 
Epsom & Ewell’s mental hospitals 
were converted into army hospitals 
for treating wounded soldiers.

In addition to planting 200,000 
trees, the trust plans to create areas 
for wildflowers to thrive and to 
provide access to woodlands such 
as Great Hurst Wood.
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Vanessa Corrick stands 
between Ramblers President 
Kate Ashbrook and Maria 
Eagle MP who presented the 
awards.
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A memorial cloister in 
Godalming, Surrey, built 
to commemorate the 

chief wireless operator on the 
Titanic, has been refurbished 
with funding from the National 
Lottery and Waverley Borough 
Council.

It commemorates local man Jack 
Phillips who was born in nearby 
Farncombe and remained at his post 

sending out distress messages while 
the ship sank.  Phillips drowned 
in the icy waters around the ship 
in the early hours of 15 April 1912 
and the memorial beside the River 
Wey was unveiled two years later.  
The memorial, said to be the largest 
Titanic memorial in the world, was 
officially reopened on 15 April, 100 
years after construction and 102 
years after the sinking.

Winslow District 
ramblers’ Group, 
which is affiliated 

to the Ramblers, recently 
celebrated the long service and 
retirement of our Chair, Diana 
Kemp, who has held the post 
for 35 years.  

As a founder member of the 
group in 1972 she helped to 
encourage a regular programme 
of half day rambles in North 
Buckinghamshire spreading the 
word among her many friends.  An 
enthusiastic team of supporters 
soon formed a committee 
and constitution to get things 
underway; forgotten footpaths 
were cleared, railway sleepers 
carried to place across impassable 
ditches, and information about 
the rambles began to roll off 
an elderly Gestetner copying 
machine for posting to members.  
As numbers increased 
the group progressed to 
offering an annual coach 
outing for walks farther 
afield, many of which 
Diana organised.

To provide a fitting 
tribute at her last AGM 
as Chair on 7 March, we 
were delighted to have 
as guest speaker Hugh 
Westacott, a founder 
member of the group.  He 
commended Diana and 
her late husband, a local 
farmer, for their efforts 
in maintaining footpaths 

and stiles across their land 
because they wanted people to 
enjoy walking in the countryside.

Diana maintained a unique 
store of archives about the 
group’s activities from inaugural 
photos and newspaper cuttings 
to a collection of all our quarterly 
programmes.  If we need ideas or 
advice about planning a walk, we 
certainly know who to ask.

In recognition of her 
contribution we presented Di 
with some historical maps 
including a framed map of the 
county of Buckinghamshire and 
gave her lifetime membership of 
the group.  One of our members 
also made a celebration cake in 
the form of a sofa with a reclining 
replica of Diana, boots off, and 
the message ‘Well done Di - now 
put your feet up’.

Pamela Smith

A path through a west London park has been treated with a 
blue spray-on coating which will make it glow in the dark.  
Hammersmith and Fulham Council is using the coating called 

Starpath, which is made from a bio-luminescent material that glows 
the darker it gets, on the unlit main path through William Parnell 
Park in Fulham

Titanic man

Put your 
feet up Di

Glow in the 
dark path

Diana cuts her cake

Restored; the Phillips Memorial Cloister at Godalming

Getting there
All the region’s transport news

Surrey Rambler Bus
A summer Sunday bus linking Dorking with outdoor sites and 
National Trust properties began running in April and continues on 
Sundays until 19 October.  Surrey Ramblers Bus 765 uses a 16-seat 
minibus.  All journeys call at Dorking main railway station with 
departures at 10.00 and 15.00 via Leith Hill Tower, Holmbury St 
Mary, Newlands Corner and Clandon Park, returning to Dorking 
via Hatchlands Park and Polesden Lacey.  Departures at 12.00 and 
17.00 run the same circuit in reverse. An adult day pass for all day 
travel costs £6 and concessionary passes are accepted.  The service 
was launched with a grant from the Big Lottery Fund after a bid 
by East Surrey Transport Partnership to help improve transport 
links in the Mole Valley.  More details from 01883 732791 or 
download a leaflet from www.buses4u.org.uk.

MK link 
New daily bus 321 Olney to 
Steeple Claydon by way of 
Newport Pagnall, Milton 
Keynes railway station and 
Buckingham.  The National 
Trust’s Claydon House can 
be reached by footpaths 
from Steeple Claydon, the 
landscape gardens at Stowe 
from Buckingham, whilst 
Olney is probably best known 
for its annual pancake race on 
Shrove Tuesday and the Olney 
Hymns by William Cowper 
and John Newton.  Thanks to 
Simon Norton for telling us of 
the route.

Cotswold 
Explorer 
The Cotswold Explorer bus 
and rail ticket that provides 
unlimited travel in and around 
the area with participating 
bus and train operators is 
available again this year.  This 
can be used on trains from 
Oxford and Swindon and this 
year the railway coverage has 
been extended 
to include Cam & Dursley 
and Yate.  One day tickets 
cost £10, three days £25 and 
can be bought at any UK 
rail station.  A pilot scheme 
was trialled in 2012 by the 
Cotswold Conservation Board 
and launched fully in April 
this year.  More details from 
www.escapetothecotswolds.
org.uk/discover

Met Line works
The leafier end of the Metropolitan Line is always popular with 
London-based ramblers seeking an escape to parts of the Chilterns 
but beware of continuing engineering works coming up.
Over the weekends of 31 May-1 June and 7-8 June there are 
replacement buses between Moor Park and Amersham/Chesham 
and no Chiltern Railways service from Marylebone to Great 
Missenden.  
Over the weekends of 19-20 and 26-27 June buses replace trains 
between Wembley Park and Northwood/Uxbridge and no Chiltern 
Railways service on the Sundays from Marylebone to Amersham.
Also from Monday 21 - Friday 25 June, no service from Ruislip to 
Uxbridge.

Summer Sunday 
buses around Lewes
Some additional Sunday bus services are running this summer in 
the Lewes area thanks to financial support from the South Downs 
National Park.. These include:
• 25 from Lewes to Alfriston via Glynde and Firle which has 

Sunday and bank holiday buses (in addition to Saturdays) until 
26 October.  This route is operated by Cuckmere Community Bus 
(www.cuckmerebuses.org.uk).

• 121 Newhaven to Sheffield Park (Bluebell Line station and 
Gardens) via Lewes, Chailey and Newick, until 7 September.  This 
is operated by Compass Bus (www.compass-travel.co.uk).

• 123 Lewes to Newhaven via Rodmell and Southease, runs 
Sundays until 7 September and operated by Compass Bus.

• 131 Lewes to Hassocks via Offham, Plumpton and Ditchling until 
28 September, operated by CTLA (www.ctla.org.uk).

• 132 Lewes to Newhaven via Firle Beacon and Southease (station, 
youth hostel and cafe) until 28 September, also operated by 
CTLA.

Thanks to Chris Smith for providing this information via his Travel 
Log Lewes Newsletter (www.travelloglewes.co.uk).
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The High Weald which spans west Kent, north Sussex and a 
small part of Surrey, has three times more woodland than the 
national average and 70% of it is ancient woodland. 

In recognition of this the High Weald AONB Unit has produced 
a guide to Woodlands in the Weald which looks at how humans and 

animals have combined to create this unique wooded landscape.  The 
guide, which is funded by the Heritage Lottery Fund, also highlights 
woodland across the High Weald that is accessible to the public.  For a 
free copy of the guide please contact Samantha Nicholas (01580 879960 
or s.nicholas@highweald.org.

Walk project 
starts to move

In early March we 
managed to get a vital first 
discussion of our Extended 

Walk Network proposals 
with Transport for London.  
Graham Butler attended to put 
our Steering Group case and 
gather TfL reactions.  

And reactions were favourable.  
Our project fitted in with some 
of their own ideas, but although 
they suggested it would need 
£3 million to bring the wider 
network up to standard, it was 
unlikely that TfL would fund 
the project directly.  As they say 
– ‘a fully costed plan covering the 
full length of the extended routes 
is essential to engage with local 
authorities and possible funding 
partners.  This is our thinking too, 
and we are setting about surveys 
to establish more precisely how 
much will be needed to complete 
this Londonwide network.  With 
the prospect of serious money 
being involved, we are talking 
with central office to see how 
far they could go in supporting 
the management structure 
needed.  It was also suggested 

that we focus on the Mayoral 
elections.  With Boris Johnson 
concentrating on completing his 
cycling projects in his remaining 
term, candidates would be 
looking for new projects to put 
their name to.

As Graham Butler commented 
–‘there is a lot of work to do,’ 
and we are grateful to four 
enthusiasts who offered their 
services after reading the centre 
spread in the last issue.  We will 
be in touch soon, with ideas as to 
how to share the work out.

Getting in on 
the London Plan

The Steering Group has 
offered comments on 
Walking Policy, as part 

of the draft further alterations 
to the London Plan. 

Particularly, we pointed out 
that it was always intended that 
the original six Strategic Walks 
should eventually be extended 
to form a Londonwide network.  
Our proposals should therefore 
be specifically referred to in 
the Plan, and displayed on the 
appropriate map as a guide to 
local authority future thinking.

Putting our case 
for pedestrian 
safety

Len Banister reports:  
Safe Streets for London, 
the Road Safety Action 

Plan for London, was launched 
in June 2013 and set a target 
to reduce killed or seriously 
injured by 40 per cent, by 
2020. 

An early product of the work 
on the Plan was the Pedestrian 
Safety Working Group which 
operated from late 2012 and 
in March published its draft 
report for consultation.  The 
Pedestrian Safety Action Plan, 
not surprisingly, covers a whole 
range of actions ranging from 
improved crossing design to 
educational programmes.

The RGLF has been 
represented at all the 
deliberations which led to the 
publication of the plan (see: 
https://consultations.tfl.gov.uk/
streets/pedestrian-safety-plan).  
Whilst all the discussions, 
especially those which were based 
on the data-rich TfL research, 
were extremely interesting it was 

always a problem to ensure that 
the interests of those who walked 
for pleasure were also addressed.  
TfL is primarily about getting 
people from A to B as efficiently 
as possible; we (the Forum) 
wanted to distinguish between 
this ‘pedestrian’ aim and that of 
the walker for whom the quality 
of the route might be of a greater 
interest.

We argued that making 
alternative routes more attractive 
would not only serve the aim of 
encouraging healthy lifestyles – 
it might also encourage people 
who were tripping to work to 
leave roads altogether.  Thus it 
was that our emphasis was on 
green alternatives to pavements.  
Whilst it is difficult to detect 
our influence on the plan itself, 
it is interesting to note that 
TfL are taking a far greater 
interest in the incorporation of 
the strategic walking routes in 
their planning.  These routes 
will appear in updated versions 
of Legible London, their 
pedestrian wayfinding system, 
and they are also extremely 
interested in the work of the 
Forum designed to create a 
wider strategic network.

Oxford Ramblers 
joined hundreds 
of volunteers for 

the annual OxClean (7 - 8 
March).  Oxford Group 
members picked up litter on 
the southern edge of the city. 

Sarah Howes from 
Headington who took part 
said, ‘I am a rambler and 
absolutely hate litter, it is 
awful’.  ‘We found quite a lot 
and some of it was stuck in the 
bushes.  We found a child’s 
toy chair and bike which had 
been abandoned, but mainly it 
was sweet wrappers, cans and 
bottles.’  

The council ensured there 
was a van to pick up all the 
litter bags at the end of the day.  
Over the city as a whole, 400 
bags of rubbish weighing six 
tonnes were collected!

We have suggested to 
Central Office that each 
Ramblers group has an annual 
litter-pick walk.

Elaine Steane

Ramblers 
join 
Oxford 
clean-up

Guide to High Weald woodland

Ramblers Greater London Forum

This statue at the corner of Cock Lane in the City of London 
marks the spot where the Great Fire of London ‘stopped’ after 
five days and nights in September 1666.  

It features on the Great Fire of London Trail which visits sites associated 
with probably the most famous fire in history, destroying four fifths of 
the city. The trail route starts at the City Information Centre next to St 
Paul’s Cathedral and meanders around the area of the fire before ending 
at the Museum of London.  The route is shown in a leaflet which can be 
obtained from the City Information Centre or downloaded from issuu.
com/designraphael/docs/walkleaf_fire_11webcovers

The Golden Boy
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Magical! Tremendous! 
B r e a t h t a k i n g ! 
Fu n ! E x h a u s t i n g ! 

Just some of the words used 
by us all during our holiday 
to describe our wonderful 
experience in Morocco.

It all started as the dawn 
chorus was commencing at 
5.30am on Tuesday 18 March, 
when eighteen bleary-eyed East 
Surrey Walkers met at Easy Jet 
bagdrop at Gatwick, looking 
forward, with great anticipation, 
to our adventure in Morocco, 
planned and organized so 
efficiently by John Nathan and 
Judy Brua.

Our Riad in Marrakech lived 
up to expectations and after a 
warm welcome and the first of 
many cups of mint tea, we set 
off on a guided tour of the city, 
walking through the confusing 
maze of winding streets and 
narrow alleyways of the Medina 
into the famous Jemaa El Fna 
Square. Over the next two days 
we were guided around the 
amazing sights of Marrakech, 
visiting the aesthetic and 
peaceful Majorelle Gardens with 
its vivid royal blue buildings – 
the legacy of an expatriate French 
painter, Jacques Majorelle, 
rescued from destruction in 
1980 by Yves Saint-Laurent; the 
Palais Bahia built in the 1890s 
by a powerful high official; 
the Koutoubia Mosque which 
boasts a tower that dominates 
the skyline for miles around; the 
Saadian Tombs with royal tombs 
dating from the late 16th and 
early 17th centuries which were 
unknown to the outside world 
until the 1920s; and finally, the 
fascinating herbalist shop where 
some of us spent a small fortune 
on the optimistic promise of 
an eternal healthy life and the 
complexion of a teenager!! The 
Souks were a fascinating sight 
– full of colourful merchandise 
ranging from jewellery, pottery, 
carpets, leather goods and food. 
Six of the group had signed up 
for a one-day cookery course at 
Souk Cuisine – a morning of 
shopping for ingredients in the 
vegetable market, followed by a 
couple of hours cooking in the 
Souk Cuisine kitchen, aided by 
several local Berber women who 
patiently shared their Moroccan 
cooking skills with us. 

Others explored the sights 
of Marrakech and the Souks 
– visiting the local tannery for 
an experience they will never 
forget – the vats where the hides 
are soaked look like a paintbox 
of watercolours from a distance 
but close up smell foul! In the 
evenings everyone ventured 
out towards the square to soak 
up the atmosphere and sample 
the local cuisine. Some of us 

were brave (or foolish) enough 
to sample the street food in the 
square and, happily, suffered no 
ill effects!

Next we headed for the Atlas 
mountains, staying in a very 
comfortable hotel, Tatfi de 
l’Atlas, 60 km from Marrakesh, 
near Ouirgane. The mountain 
scenery was awe inspiring and 
the air was so fresh and crisp you 
almost felt you could touch it! 
We had three great days walking 
in the mountains, swimming in 
the hotel pool, a 70th birthday 
celebration with an hilarious 
rendition of ‘Hello, Hello’ 
by the local traditional band, 
organized by Judy especially for 
the birthday girl. (For a price you 
can see the video of ‘Snake-hips 
Pearson’)!!

We transferred to our final 
destination of Tamartert, a 
Berber village further into 
the Atlas Mountains, for the 
last four days, living in an 
‘authentic’ Berber house with 
colourful cushions on the floor 
and low tables for eating, all 
lit by romantic candlelight in 
the evenings as the main house 
didn’t have electricity. There, we 
were overwhelmed by the warm 
hospitality, the great tagines and 
the delicious breakfasts. Our 
walks in the mountains and 
through the Berber villages were 
exhausting but magical. The 
scenery varied from lush green 
valleys awash with blossoming 
almond trees to arid grey and 
red-coloured mountains with 
the local stone Berber villages 
melting into the sides of the 
mountains. All this below a clear 
blue sky and brilliant sunshine. 
What’s not to like???

Our last evening was full of 
fun and laughter with everyone 
making an effort to wear an 
item of Moroccan clothing for 
our final supper together. A 
presentation and grateful thanks 
were given to John and Judy for 
organizing such a wonderful 
holiday, followed by some 
amusing poems and limericks 
and our favourite memories of 
the holiday – all very emotional!!

All good things have to come 
to an end but, I think everyone 
on the holiday would agree, 
a good time was had by all 
and we are looking forward to 
the next ESW holiday! As the 
entire holiday was organised 
by our own members, the 10 
night stay, including flights, 
accommodation, most evening 
meals, internal transport and 
guides came to just over £600 per 
person, incredible value! If your 
Group are interested in details of 
the itinerary, please e-mail Judy 
at judy.brua@gmail.com.

Pamela Cunniffe

These are the officers 
elected at the Surrey 2014 
Annual General Meeting:

Area Chairman – Lyn Long
Area Vice-Chairman – Jenny Beldam
Area Secretary – Christine Geary
Area Treasurer – Roy Battison
Area Membership Sec – Ann 
Jamieson
Area Footpath Secretary – Rodney 
Whittaker
Area Publicity – Bob Hayward
Area Access Officer – Rodney 
Whittaker
Area Webmaster – David Leedham
Individual member – Graham 
Butler
Independent examiner – Arthur 
Upward
Elected to attend General Council 
– Lyn Long, Mike Ellis, David 
Ross. 

This year saw the biggest 
changes for a long time. Several 
Area Officers did not stand for re-
election. 

Connie Norris has been Area 
membership secretary since 
2007, and we thanked her very 
much for all her details about our 

membership, over a period of seven 
years. 

Denis Holmes was Vice 
Chairman for two years, Chairman 
for seven years, Publicity Officer 
for four years, and a Local Footpath 
Secretary . He has done a great deal 
for Surrey Area. He was thanked 
very much for his work

Graham Butler has been 
involved with Surrey Area since 
1984- so has given us 30 years 
service. Before Surrey Area was 
formed, he was involved with 
Southern Area from 1972-1984. 
He was an ordinary member of 
the Executive council until 1989. 
He has been at different times, 
Secretary from 1989-2006, Access 
Officer 2006-2014, and publicity, 
and other roles when they could 
find nobody else to fill them. We 
thanked him for all his help.

Brian Reader – Brian started 
his involvement with Ramblers 
at a very young age. Before the 
formation of Surrey Area, he was 
a member of the Area Council of 
Southern Area from 1970 to 1984 
and was a member of its Transport 

Committee from 1974 to 1984. 
He acted as Organiser of rail 
excursions on the SW part of the 
old Southern Region (nowadays 
what would be SouthWest Trains) 
for a short period, and then for 
the “other rail regions” north of 
London; agreeing trains and fares 
with the railway, and finding 
volunteer leaders and rearguards 
(backmarkers in modern parlance). 
The walks, of which there were 
several on each excursion, usually 
attracted about 50 or occasionally 
up to 100 each in their heyday. 
He was the First Chairman of 
Surrey Area, from 1983, then Area 
Footpaths Secretary from 1987- so 
30 years service. In addition he was 
a Ramblers Trustee 1997 to 2009 
including Vice Chairman 2000 
to 2003 Chairman 2003 to 2006. 
He is on the Ramblers agenda 
committee, setting the agenda 
for debates at General council, a 
crucial role. So Brian will, for at 
least a year, not be a Surrey Area 
Officer for the first time since the 
Area’s formation. We owe him a 
huge debt of gratitude.

Big changes at Area AGM
Our thanks to officers standing down

Our Moroccan 
holiday

Over 30 walkers enjoyed 
a great day out in April, 
as part of Godalming 

and Haslemere’s popular 
London walks programme.

The walk encompassed many 

historical sites in Rotherhithe, 
Bermondsey, Deptford and rather 
appropriately the Surrey Docks 
area, finishing at Greenwich 
with walkers returning either 
by ferry or on the Docklands 

Light Railway, taking in Canary 
Wharf.  Other recent walks have 
included Hampstead Heath and 
the Thames Barrier with further 
walks taking place later in the 
year.

Popular London Walks

SURREY
snippets

Who could resist a photo with Peter the Great, an earlier visitor to Deptford
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Proposals to 
convert footpaths 
to bridleways

What does 
Surrey Area do?

Abandoned 
vehicle on the 
North Downs Way

Kingston ramblers had 
to negotiate their 
way past this sorry 

sight during their walk from 
Chilham to Canterbury on 
Saturday 15 March. A report 

was made on the Kent County 
Council website and we were 
advised a few days later that 
the abandoned and burnt out 
vehicle was on a schedule of 
work to be completed soon.

Area Footpath Secretary 
Rodney Whittaker 
comments:  It is 

understood that Surrey CC may 
wish to convert a number of 
public footpaths to bridleways. 
This is in general response both 
to the increased popularity of 
cycling; and to pressure from 
horse riders who wish to improve 
the connectivity of the bridleway 
network in the county.

The following is for guidance 
and discussion.

There is no formal Ramblers 
policy on this subject.

Each case needs to be considered 
on its own merits and an inspection 
of the footpath and its surroundings 
will be essential.

Particular considerations would 
include: 

• whether there is adequate width/
space for both walkers and horse 
riders/cyclists (a limited number 
of ‘pinch points’ such as bridges 
may be acceptable).

• whether the proposed bridleway 
is or will be adequately surfaced 
so that its condition for walkers 
will not be adversely affected.

• whether there may be ‘heritage’ 
or aesthetic considerations, eg 
that it has been a grassy track 
since time immemorial and 
should not now have  a synthetic 
surface.  It is thought such cases 
would be rare.
Walking Environment staff at 

Central Office generally take the view, 
as I do, that organisations promoting 
non-motorised transport in town and 
countryside (walkers, cyclists and 
horse riders) are ‘in it together’.  

So what does your Area 
actually do? Firstly, we 
have a wonderful website, 

organised by David Leedham – 
with a vast amount of information, 
and links to every Surrey Area 
group. We are on Facebook, we 
have a mailing service. Websites, 
and their appearance, are of great 
importance in the modern world. 
Please look at the county website 
www.surreyramblers.org.uk And 
join our mailing service- you won’t 
be inundated. 

We have a Powerpoint presentation 
and document on recruitment, 
produced by Derek Bunn and Nigel 
Woodhead of SABRE. This should 
help groups with falling membership. 
They will be only too willing to help, 
if you invite them to a committee 
meeting. I urge Group committee 
members to invite Derek & Nigel to 
one of their meetings.

 As a result of Surrey Area lobbying 
Central Office, the CRM system 
has improved a lot. Surrey Area 
Officers represent the views of Surrey 
members, as expressed at Area council, 
to Ramblers General Council, Surrey 
County Council, etc. Some of our 
walks are publicised in Surrey Life, 
we have arranged re-waymarking of 
the Greensand Way, given a response 
to the Ramblers business plan, and 
we have made the Ambulance service 
more aware of walkers needs. We 
have kept your subscriptions down. 
We produced a governance motion, 
accepted at General council with 
a large majority, and hopefully the 
whole organisation will be more 
representative of its members. The 
aim is that your voice, your opinions 
are reflected in Ramblers national 

strategy, not just the views of the 
activists. Surrey’s footpaths are the 
best maintained and signed in the 
South East, and this is not by chance. 
We have an Area organised team 
of footpath secretaries who do a lot 
of work reporting problems with 
footpaths, to councils and the county 
council. We do footpath inspections 
for Surrey County council, and 
voluntary groups repair stiles etc 

 But, our chief drawback, and my 
greatest frustration as Chairman 
was, as our new CEO said when he 
came to Area council, our resistance 
to change. Every other sphere of 
life is changing- why not this one. 
I believe that the loss of members 
is a symptom of this. Half of our 
new members leave after one year. 
Nowadays, unlike years ago, we are 
in a competitive market. At the point 
of people deciding to join a walking 
group, somehow we are not offering 
people quite what they want. Young 
people work longer hours, and spend 
longer travelling to work than we did, 
so it is not easy- but it can be done. 
Three groups in Surrey, East Surrey, 
Farnham and SABRE are gaining 
members- so 14 are losing them.

 In order to give groups a chance to 
organise more walks, Area organises 
leaders training courses. I am very 
grateful to Croydon and Farnham, 
who have just started these courses. 
We have trained over 100 leaders, but 
unfortunately the number of walks 
in the county has not gone up. We 
have a superb Area website, and have 
helped several groups with theirs. 
We have run two Area Chairman’s 
evenings, which help to bring 
members of different groups together. 
We are currently discussing access to 

military land with the MOD; this 
affects groups to the west of Surrey, 
and has been dragging on for a year. 

So that is what Area does; 
fulfilling a crucial role between 
Central Office and members. How 
could Central Office look after 600 
groups individually? We would have 
practically no influence as separate 
groups. It is for group officers and 
members to spread the word that 
Area is important. Please support the 
new Chairman and Area Officers. 

The Ramblers mission statement 
includes the words “Protecting and 
expanding where we walk”. If we do 
not remember this important part of 
why we are here, then we will be no 
different from other walking groups, 
with whom we have to compete for 
members. 

I have read the group annual reports, 
and you are all very enthusiastic 
people who do a great job. I am just 
hoping that you can turn around the 
fall in our membership. 

New to rambling 
Kei Miyakita, a recent 

Croydon Group 
member who came from 

Japan with her husband after 
graduating nearly 40 years ago, 
tells of her first impressions of 
walking with the Group. 

I am about to celebrate my first 
anniversary of becoming a rambler. 
A bit over the top? Not really. 
Because up until a year ago, no one 
expected me to walk farther than 
three quarters of a mile – I drove 
absolutely everywhere.

I remember my first walk and 
how alarmed I was when I heard 
the leader say “Walk at your own 
risk”. Risk? One should expect 
risk while “walking”? Well I soon 
learned as I waded through thick 
mud and slipped and fell face 
down flattening my already flat 
nose, holding onto those wobbly, 
slippery stiles, getting my bootlace 
caught on the hook and flattening 
my nose further, slipping on rolling 

pebbles and then landing on my 
bottom, struggling through jungle-
like forests, stamping along thorny 
paths, ducking and squatting in 
bramble bushes (you know why), 
battling with hostile nettles, 
grimacing at new cuts and bruises. 
What an expedition, what a risk!

But I have also been surrounded 
by beautiful rapeseed fields, 
witnessed lambs being born, 
quietly sneaked past curious horses, 
stared back into the critical eyes of 
suspicious cows, stepped on their 
dung, greeted pigs and caught 
whiffs of that farmyard fragrance 
(manure mainly). It really has been 
a treat for all the senses. I became 
addicted to the trickling brooks, 
the squeaks of the kissing gates, the 
scent of the breeze, the forest bath 
of tree energy and even lunches in 
the cold open air in February.

Last summer, I even challenged 
myself to a 23 miler and experienced 
two walking holidays which until 

a year ago, I imagined to be the 
most boring holidays on earth. 
But now I am amazed that I have 
such a luxurious hobby, and indeed 
feel privileged to be able to walk 
through some of the world’s most 
beautiful countryside.

But what is truly amazing is the 
ramblers themselves. They look 
decades younger and walk faster 
than they should and are more 
full of life than anyone I know. 
They are simply charming with a 
fantastic sense of humour. It is as if 
their scintillating characters blend 
to harmonise with the breathtaking 
scenery. They are rather “cool”. (No, 
I have not been paid for saying this). 
A few years ago, I was naturalised 
as a British Citizen. With my dual 
nationality, I could be considered 
“semi-British”, but having done this 
very British activity for a year now, 
I think I have earned the right to 
call myself “almost British”, hence 
the celebration. 

Correction 
If you would like a copy of the Surrey Membership Survey mentioned in the  
March edition of South east Walker, the correct email address is:   
recruitment@sabre-walkers.org.uk

• Redbridge in Maps, an exhibition at Redbidge Museum at Ilford, has been extended 
to run until 14 June.  It offers the chance to explore through maps to apps how Ilford, 
Wanstead and Woodford developed from villages to suburbs.  Admission is free.  Details 
from 020 8708 2317, www.redbridge.gov.uk/museum.

• Encountering the Uncharted and Back is the title of an exhibition looking at the lives of 
three explorers - Henry Lidgbird Ball, George Vancouver and Richard Francis Burton - who 
contributed to European geographical knowledge in the 18th and 19th centuries and 
are all buried in the borough of Richmond.  The free exhibition runs at the Museum of 
Richmond (020 8332 1141, www.museumofrichmond.com) until 26 July.

Briefly

John Nathan, retiring Area 
Chairman, answers the question
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News from Bucks, Milton Keynes and West Middlesex

BUCKS
briefs

This year’s Area AGM 
was held on Saturday 1 
February in Wendover.  

Our speaker, Roy Johnson, was 
from our own Aylesbury Group; 
Roy gave a presentation on ‘The 
Outer Aylesbury Ring; from 
concept to completion’.  

He had first developed the idea 
in July 2011 and outlined the 
work that had been necessary to 
bring the project to its official 
opening in May 2013.  Amongst 
the major tasks had been: initial 
research on what would be 
involved in a successful project; 

checking the route and writing 
the route description; obtaining 
permissions from local authorities 
and landowners; decisions on styles 
of mapping and waymarking; 
development of a project plan 
and fund raising; installation of 
waymarking; publicity by every 
possible means, particularly 
website.  Involvement of as many 
volunteers as possible had been 
essential.  The task is not ended: 
there is a continuing need for 
maintenance and updating of the 
walk guide.  Before the meeting 
Roy had led us on an enjoyable 

walk including part of the Outer 
Aylesbury Ring and also part of the 
original Aylesbury Ring path.

We had hoped, also, to hear from 
a member of Central Office staff, 
but family problems prevented her 
from coming.  Three Area officers 
have left us, Oliver Statham, 
Lawrence Jones and Bob Smith, 
though Lawrence continues in a 
non-committee role as our Web 
Master. Thanks go to all three 
for their work.  Other officers 
and committee members were 
re-elected, but that left us with a 
number of vacancies.

As stated above we have 
a number of officer 
vacancies.  If you would 

like to know more about what 
might be expected of you in 
these volunteer roles please 
contact Chairman Paul Rhodes 
(pau l _ j _ rhode s@hot ma i l .
com) or me (johnandjean@
thamesinternet.com).

Area Secretary: main 

responsibilities are acting as 
contact with Central Office and 
the Area’s groups, and organising 
meetings, agendas and minutes 
(this job could be shared).

News Editor: to collect material 
for our page in South East Walker.

Countryside Secretary: 
to investigate major planning 
issues affecting our countryside, 
in consultation with group 

countryside officers.
Publicity Officer: to seek 

opportunities to publicise the 
Ramblers and its activities in our 
Area, in consultation with group 
publicity officers.

Walks’ Editor: to ensure that 
the route descriptions given on 
our website are kept up to date 
(calling, as required, on assistance 
from others).

We are delighted that 
Wycombe District 
Council has rejected 

a planning application for polo 
practice at Low Grounds Farm, 
near Marlow. 

The proposed development would 
have interfered with walkers, riders 
and cyclists who enjoy the nearby 
Harleyford Lane.  Harleyford 
Properties Ltd’s application was 
for change of use of land from 

agricultural to polo practice and 
would have resulted in heavy use 
of Harleyford Lane by horse-
boxes.  The lane, a restricted byway, 
connects Marlow with the Thames 
Path National Trail.  It is used a 
great deal by a range of people, 
being suitable for pushchairs and 
wheelchairs, but it is narrow and 
cannot accommodate large vehicles.

Kate Ashbrook
Area Footpath Secretary

We have a wonderful 
selection of walks on 
offer, two of which 

include parts of Bernwood 
Forest. 

Throughout the Middle Ages the 
word ‘forest’ described a designated 
area of land in which the king 
reserved deer for his own use, and 
used forest law to protect the deer 
(raised for venison) and everything 
which sheltered or protected them.  
‘Barne Wood’ as a royal forest 
reached its peak during the reign of 
Henry II.  The Bernwood Jubilee 
Way was devised to commemorate 
the Queen’s golden jubilee in 2002.  
This ancient forest shapes parts of 
north west Bucks.

We also have six walks featuring 
the Outer Aylesbury Ring, and a 
substantial number of walks which 

include parts of the route of HS2, or 
are very close to the proposed route 
or have views which will be ruined 
by the high speed line.  These are in 
the Stoke Mandeville, Wendover, 
The Lee and Quainton areas.  I 
have marked my Ordnance Survey 
maps with the route if anyone 
would like clarification of exactly 
where the route will go.

Further afield we have some great 
walks with some good climbs in the 
south Chilterns, as well as flatter 
walks by the River Thames and 
Grand Union Canal.  Vicki has two 
walks to complete the North Bucks 
Way, another excellent opportunity 
to walk in the northern part of the 
county.

Julia Drummond
Aylesbury Group

Chairman Paul Rhodes and 
Membership Secretary 
John Wainwright were 

our Area delegates at the General 
Council meeting held in Liverpool 
on 29-30 March.

Our warmest congratulations 
go to Paul, who was elected to the 

Board of Trustees for a three year 
term.  We wish him every success 
in helping to guide our organisation 
for the benefit of us all.

The team from Aylesbury & 
District Group who developed 
the Outer Aylesbury Ring had 
been shortlisted in the Best Team 

Achievement category of the 
President’s Volunteer Awards which 
were presented during the weekend.  
Unfortunately they were out-voted 
by Shrewsbury Ramblers, but to 
have reached the shortlist is in 
itself notable recognition for a very 
worthy project. 

Area AGM

Area vacancies

Harleyford Lane

Aylesbury walks

Ramblers General Council

The pre-AGM walk at Ellesborough church.   Photo: Paul Rhodes

Harleyford Lane.   Photo: Kate Ashbrook

Setting out from Quainton on the Bernwood Jubilee Trail.   Photo: Maurice Crump
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After walking around the 
Chilterns for many years 
and seeing the signs giving 

directions for the Chiltern Way, I 
became intrigued to know where 
it actually went.  That led me to a 
quick internet search and buying 
the guidebook to the route.

It turned out that the route 
circumnavigates the Chiltern Hills 
taking in as far as possible the most 
scenic parts of this most wonderful 
part of the country.  It was launched 
in October 2000 and covers a 134-
mile route.  This was then followed 
three years later by two extension 
loops and a Berkshire extension.  
This takes in the Oxfordshire 
section of the Thames Valley and 
the spectacular Barton Hills as 
well as Berkshire which adds on a 
further 85 miles of walking.

Armed with this information I 
decided to set about leading a long 
series of walks to cover the Chiltern 
Way in linear stages.  At the time 
of writing we have walked from 
Hemel Hempstead to Ashridge in 
eight stages.  this may not seem like 
a long distance as the crow flies but 
when you go via the outskirts of 
Henley it adds up to 85 miles!  In the 
next programme I shall be reaching 
the most northerly part of the route 
around the Luton area which will 

include two long circular walks to 
include the northern extension and 
original route.

It has been very refreshing doing 
linear routes for a change; it gives 
you great pleasure to look at a map 
and see how far you have walked 
from one point to another.  

We have walked in bright 
sunshine and heavy rain, from  
dry solid paths to wet soaked  
river-like paths.  So far there has 
been some lovely scenery along the 
route as well as a couple of pubs 
for when we needed some light 
refreshment!

Half way was a very memorable 
walk of eight miles which I decided 

to have Sunday lunch at the pub 
after the walk which attracted 14 
members making car-sharing a bit 
more interesting.  At the end of 
our walk at Ashridge we treated 
ourselves to a lovely big scone at the 
Ashridge Monument.

I am planning to walk the main 
route and northern extension 
to start with then move on the 
southern extension and Berkshire 
loop in time.

If you wish to join us on any of 
these Chiltern Way walks please 
contact us at walks@chilterns2030s.
org.uk.

Trevor Wild
www.chilterns2030s.org.uk

We are hoping 
to meet in the 
next few weeks 

with the company behind 
the proposed East West 
rail route which plans to 
reinstate and upgrade the 
railway from Oxford to 
Cambridge via Bicester, 
Bletchley and Bedford with 
a branch to Aylesbury and 
Princes Risborough.  

Unlike HS2 they are 
actually making an effort 
to talk to the Ramblers 
but as they are thinking in 
terms of trains travelling 

at up to 100 mph, it seems 
likely that they will not want 
paths crossing the route at-
grade.  There are currently 
around 40 such crossings 
in Buckinghamshire and 
Milton Keynes and however 
cooperative they may be 
it seems unlikely they will 
want to provide footbridges 
for all of those crossing 
points!  We should have a 
more complete picture of 
what is proposed in time for 
the next issue of South East 
Walker.

John Esslemont 

This and many lesser 
known titbits with 
amusing anecdotes 

contributed by two very 
experienced guides, provided 
Hillingdon Ramblers with a 
varied and unforgettable tour of 
Southwark Cathedral when 30 
people joined the walk.  

We are taking every opportunity 
to experience what London has 
on offer as we progress along 
the Thames Path and dip into 
London’s rich history.  

Reaching Greenwich at the end 
of the first section we listened to a 
free concert at the Old Royal Naval 
College given by students from 
Trinity Laban Conservatoire who 
use this venue, with its complete 
neoclassical interior, to gain 
performance experience.  Heading 
upriver, Rotherhithe is home to 
the Brunel Museum where we 
were taken down into the original 
shaft for a talk on the history 
of London’s first underground 

tunnel, a unique experience for 
those who tested their head for 
heights on the temporary stairway!  

A brief stop at Fulham Palace 
with its gardens, which are 
open to visitors throughout the 
year, prompted many of us to 
promise ourselves another visit 
allowing time to linger.  Moving 
downriver, the new high-rise 
luxury developments in Battersea 
provided us with a sharp contrast 
in architectural style.  Each area 
has something unique to offer.

We are attracting 22 - 30 
people on each walk and hope 
that our journey will be a unique 
opportunity to witness a fast 
developing waterfront and as the 
city gives way to rural areas we 
look forward to very different 
experiences.  Come and join us 
every third Tuesday.  Details 
are on our website (www.
hillingdonramblers.org.uk).

Elise Harvey
Hillingdon Ramblers

At the Chiltern Weekend 
Walkers there’s always a 
lot of discussion on the 

ideal length of walk for our group 
and we do run quite a variety, 
sometimes on the same day, 
from four mile afternoon walks 
up to 20 miles for those who are 
in training for one of the Three 
Peaks weekends away.  

Bob Smith suggested a way of 
meeting the need for both shorter 
and longer walks by initiating ‘petal 
walks’.  This is where we choose a 
base for a day and organise a number 
of different walks from the base in 
such a way that walkers can choose 
to go on one, two, or more walks.  
On 30 March, the day the clocks had 
sprung forward, we organised three 
walks based from the very friendly 
Dashwood Arms in Piddington, 
just west of High Wycombe, giving 
the day both walking and social 

elements.
Anne Mograby, Chair of the 

group, said: ‘What a sunny weekend 
we had for the petal walk.  It was 
great to see over 60 out on the day 
with many completing two or three 
petals.’  Well done to Janice Gilder, 
Jill Dowling, Mick Hill, Malcolm 
Lawrence, Ray Morris, Tim Axten, 
Bob Smith and Anne Mograby for 
doing all three petals at 16.25 miles.  
Looking at the numbers, 462 miles 
were walked during the day, not 
quite as many as the Proclaimers 
500 but very close to the number 
guessed by Sean Moore at the start 
of the day.

A big thank you to Bob Smith for 
making the arrangements for the day 
and to all of the walk leaders.  Jon 
Hilton also wants to say how helpful 
the Dashwood Arms were when he 
held his recent quiz evening there.

Lawrence Jones

Chilterns 20s-30s walk 
the Chiltern Way

Piddington petals

Did you know 
Shakespeare’s 
brother was 
buried here?

On the Petal Walk.   Photo: Anne Mograby

The group on the Chiltern Way.   Photo: Paul Rhodes

Our tour of Southwark Cathedral

East 
West 
Rail
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Chesham, set in the mouth-
watering, quintessentially 
English Chilterns Area of 

Outstanding Natural Beauty, is 
right to be proud of its walking 
heritage,’ wrote broadcaster, 
enthusiastic walker and former 
Ramblers president, Julia (no 
relation!) Bradbury. 

With its Metropolitan Line 
station, its many and varied shops, 
its cafes and pubs and its museum, 
in addition to the access it provides 
to beautiful walking country, 
Chesham has always had a lot to offer 
visitors – but in 2010 its attributes 
received national recognition when 
it achieved ‘Walkers Are Welcome’ 
(WAW) status.

The WAW UK Network is a 
nationwide initiative launched in 
2007, which acknowledges the 
efforts of successful applicants in 
making themselves as attractive as 
possible as a walking destination. 
Open to any village or town, the 
Network has expanded rapidly 
and now boasts over 100 locations, 
spread right across mainland UK 
from as far north as Unst in Shetland 
down to Hayle in Cornwall. WAW 
communities can keep in touch 
with each other via the website, 
www.walkersarewelcome.org.uk, 
or by attending special ‘gatherings’ 
held from time to time in different 
parts of the UK. WAW patron, 
Ramblers president Kate Ashbrook, 
says ‘Now walkers know that, if 
they see the friendly footprint logo, 
they are assured of a warm welcome 
throughout the town, and a good 
path network and waymarked 
walks round about. So everyone 
benefits – visitors, residents and the 
local economy.’ 

Chesham council was first made 
aware of WAW by a local disability 
campaigner, and invited Chesham 
Environmental Group to take up 
the challenge of establishing the 
scheme in the town. A small but 
energetic steering group was formed. 
The members all had ‘previous’, 
having already produced a set of 
walk leaflets as part of their work 
with Chesham Community Vision. 
If Chesham was to become a WAW 

town the team had to demonstrate 
that there was popular local support 
for the project, and that it had the 
formal endorsement of the local 
council. They had to show that 
they were committed to ensuring 
footpaths and other facilities for 
walkers would be well cared for, that 
they would market WAW status 
adequately and encourage the use 
of public transport. They also had 
to convince WAW UK that they 
had the staying power to fulfil their 
obligations on a long-term basis.

135 local paths surveyed 
Proof of support came in the shape 
of a 500-signature petition; the 
council was given representation 
on the steering group; all 135 
local footpaths were surveyed to 
assist Bucks County Council’s 
maintenance programme; special 
walks leaflets including public 
transport information were 
produced and distributed; and 
WAW noticeboards were installed 
at the station and in the town’s 
main car park. As well as their 
existing contacts, the team formed 
partnerships with the Chiltern 
Society, the Ramblers and Simply 

Walk, and garnered the support of 
a number of other organisations, 
including Chiltern District 
Council (CDC) and the Chilterns 
Conservation Board (CCB). Grants 
were received from, among others, 
Chesham council, CDC and the 
Portas Fund. The efforts of those 
involved were rewarded when the 
designation was confirmed, and 
WAW Chesham was launched with 
an event that saw some 100 walkers 
participating in three walks of 
different lengths. 

Since the launch the members 
of the steering group have pressed 
ahead with a number of initiatives 
under the WAW banner. One of 
the jewels in the crown of this 
corner of the Chilterns is the 10-
mile Chess Valley Walk between 
Rickmansworth and Chesham. 
It follows the course of the river 
Chess, a chalk stream that passes 
through a landscape rich in wildlife 
and history, where walkers will 
come across water meadows and 
ancient field systems, and may 
catch a glimpse of kingfishers, 
water voles, brown trout and little 
egrets. Chesham WAW members 
were instrumental in updating and 

reprinting a new edition of the walk 
leaflet, in conjunction with the CCB, 
Chilterns Chalk Stream Project 
and the River Chess Association. 
A brand new food trail has also 
been created, with accompanying 
leaflet, to help people discover 
the produce available from local 
growers and suppliers in Chesham 
and the surrounding villages. The 
latest venture is a series of linear 
walks starting at various Chiltern 
railway stations and finishing in 
Chesham, and there are other 
ideas under consideration. WAW 
has a prominent place on the town 
council’s website, (www.chesham.
gov.uk), and all its leaflets are 
downloadable from there – indeed, 
one of its web pages, ‘Discover Local 
Chesham Walks’, is among the most 
frequently visited on the entire site.

Sadly Chesham WAW is at 
present the sole representative of 
the network in Bucks, although its 
members are eager to share their 
knowledge and experience with any 
other communities in the south-east 
region who are interested in joining 
the scheme. In the meantime, 
however, they’ll keep a welcome in 
the Chiltern hillsides! 

One 
Buckinghamshire 
town has gone  
the extra mile,  
writes Richard 
Bradbury

Making walkers welcome

The Chesham Food Trail offers opportunities to sample local produce created, used and sold in the town and surrounding 
villages.  One such venue is The Drawingroom, a quirky ‘art café’ in the town centre.

1

2

3
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Throughout its 10 mile 
length the route follows the 
line of the river, sometimes 

right beside it, sometimes on the 
hills above, from which there are 
extensive views along the valley. 

It passes within striking distance 
of three particularly attractive 
villages, Sarratt, Chenies and 
Latimer. Among many sights to 
be seen are the only remaining 
watercress beds in the Chilterns; 
Latimer House, which was used as 

an interrogation centre in WWII 
for important prisoners of war, 
including Rudolph Hess; and the 
isolated tomb of William Liberty, 
who chose to be buried alone so his 
bones would be easy to identify at 
the time of resurrection!

Rickmansworth and Chesham 
both have underground stations, 
and shorter versions of the walk 
can be accessed from the stations 
at Chorleywood and Chalfont and 
Latimer.

This is a 7.5 mile circuit round the outer fringes of Chesham, 
with a number of options for shortening the walk by 
returning directly to the start, and three conveniently 
placed pubs! It sets off through Lowndes Park, which 
overlooks the town, visits sites connected to the area’s 
brickmaking industry, and passes close to a cottage once 
briefly occupied by DH Lawrence. Although never more 
the half a mile from the centre of Chesham, at times the 
route seems to be in the depths of the countryside, with 
outstanding views of valleys and farms. It is fairly steep in 
places, but the first half is virtually stile-free.

The Chesham 
Outer Ring

This route explores the patchwork of farmland, woods and 
hidden corners on the Bucks/Herts border, and is an 8.5 mile 
walk into history, both ancient and modern, featuring an 
Iron Age fort and a former WWII airfield from which USAF 
planes took off on bombing raids. Bovingdon Aerodrome 
closed in 1972 and is now a prison, but in its heyday Clark 
Gable, James Stewart and William Holden were stationed 
there, and it was visited by, among others, Bob Hope, Glen 
Miller and Eleanor Roosevelt. In the 1960s it was used in 
the production of three films about the war, including 633 
Squadron.

Ashley Green: 
‘Farms, Forts 
and Fighters’

This short (2 mile) stroll encourages the walker to look 
beyond the obvious sights of contemporary Chesham 
and discover evidence of its rich history, spanning many 
centuries from Roman times onwards. There are 19 
plaques along the way, which draw the visitor’s attention 
to aspects of the town’s heritage, and it will soon become 
clear why Chesham used to be known as a town of Baptists! 
The whole experience can be further enhanced by a visit 
to the museum, which is passed on the route (please check 
opening hours).

Chesham 
Heritage Trail

Making walkers welcome

As well  
as being  

downloadable  
from the website, 

copies of the leaflets 
can usually be  
obtained from 

Chesham Town Hall 
and Chesham Library. 

1.  A cottage near The Lee
2.  Asheridge
3.  Near Ballinger
4.  Meades Water Gardens, Chesham

Photos copyright David Hurd images

The Chess Valley 
Walk: 
Rickmansworth  
to Chesham

4



10  South East Walker

OXFORDSHIRE

on-line

What do you do for 
Winter Walks 
Weekends when you 

have done all the long distance 
linear trails in easy driving 
distance? 

This was Henley & Goring 
Group’s dilemma last winter.  For 
the last few years we have walked 
a long distance linear trail over 
five weekends, with trails ranging 
from Bath to the Kent coast.  We 
had to think of something new so 
decided to make our theme Ridges.  
In October we went to Derbyshire, 
staying in Edale; in November it 
was the Mendips; then came the 
White Horse Trail in Wiltshire in 
January, the Malverns in February 
and the Cotswolds in March.

We got off to a fine start with a 
two-night trip to the head of Edale.  
The walk, from Hope, up Win Hill, 
across to Lose Hill then along the 
ridge dividing Edale from the Hope 

Valley, up and over Mam Tor then 
back via Dalehead, must be one of 
the best in England.  The Mendips 
trip provided some memorable views 
over the Cheddar Gorge and Bristol 
Channel.  In Wiltshire, walking 
parts of the White Horse Trail and 
on the Marlborough Downs we 
had the best of ridge walking with 
sunshine and fine vistas on one day 
and the worst of views the next day 
when the mist meant we could have 
been walking anywhere.  Floods 
all around made the drive to the 
Malverns an interesting experience 
as we tried to find bridges still open 
over the Thames and Severn.  Once 
there however, the ridge walking 
provided wonderful views over 
Great Malvern and the surrounding 
countryside.  The last weekend, in 
the Cotswolds, an area we often 
visit, was as enjoyable as usual with 
lovely weather and great walking.

Joan Clark

On 15 February, 15 
Oxfordshire Area 
members attended a first 

aid course run by the Red Cross 
in Abingdon.  

The subjects covered were 
relevant to ramblers leading walks as 
well as useful in a general situation.  
I have done a similar course three 
years ago so was surprised to find 
that some of the approaches to 
aspects of first aid had changed.  
The most striking aspect was that 
procedures had been simplified.  
This ‘simplification’ produced a 
very positive attitude in the group 
in terms of us having much more 
confidence giving first aid to a 
casualty.  

Our instructor, Andy, was 
excellent in showing us various 
ways of improvising treatments 
according to what we might have 
in our rucksacks.  We had plenty 
of practice on each other and the 
dummies.  Andy was also prepared 
to answer our questions and allay 
any fears we had about ‘having a 
go’ in a real life situation.  Having 
attended a few of these courses over 
the years, this was easily the best.  
I would thoroughly recommend 
members to sign up for the next 
one (on 21 February 2015).

Brian Maunder

Nine Parish Path 
Wardens from Thame & 
Wheatley Group joined 

13 participants from other 
Oxfordshire groups for a very 
successful training workshop 
on 22 March at Tiddington, a 
village midway between Thame 
and Wheatley.  

This was the fourth one-
day workshop organised by 
Oxfordshire Area Ramblers and 
the Countryside Access team 
at the county council.  The day 
started with an introduction from 
Hugh Potter, the leader of the 

Countryside Access team.  This 
was followed by an excellent and 
informative presentation by Jon 
Beale, the local Field Officer.  We 
learnt that this team of 13 staff and 
two Landrovers has to cover 2,600 
miles of rights of way with 4,450 
stiles and 3,014 bridges.  

Parish Path Wardens have been 
enlisted to help keep an eye on the 
rights of way in their chosen patch.  
To this end Jon took us on a 2.5 
mile route across fields and through 
woods to show us how to identify 
and deal with problems.  We were 
suitably armed to clean fingerposts, 

cut back brambles around stiles and 
replace broken or faded waymarks.  
We noted hanging branches which 
could pose a danger but, we had 
to leave a fallen tree across the 
path to the county council’s team.  
After struggling with a particularly 
muddy and waterlogged stretch of 
‘footpath’ clearly used by 4x4s, Jon 
pointed out to us that the definitive 
path actually took a much less 
obvious route through a dry section 
of the wood!

After lunch we were given more 
guidance from Susan Maguire 
and Jim Parke of Oxfordshire 

Ramblers and then, because several 
participants had brought along 
their laptops and iPads, we were 
able to click on the county council’s 
website and download the definitive 
maps and statements.  The next 
challenge was to use the interactive 
map to report a footpath problem 
but with so many happy clickers it 
wasn’t long before we were all faced 
with the spinning hourglass and the 
county of Oxfordshire disappeared 
behind a blank screen  I’m happy to 
report that it was only a temporary 
blip!

Ruth Cornish

• The inclusion of financial 
information in the spring issue 
of Walk magazine was due to 
efforts made by this committee 
in pursuing an incomplete 
General Council motion of 
2011 about publishing financial 
accounts.  

 Letters to both the Chief 
Executive and Chairman of 
the Trustees were exchanged 
throughout 2013.  Meeting 
them both at one of the Chair’s 
forum days helped find a way 
for the matter to be resolved.  
This issue had been raised at the 
Area AGM in 2013 by a member 
of Oxford City Group.  I was 
delighted to see it brought up at 
the Board meeting in December 
and for it to be reported in the 
documents for General Council 
2014 as completed.

• Many Oxfordshire members 
are now involved in some sort 
of footpath work.  Two years 
ago we held a path maintenance 
workshop which was attended 
by Benedict Southworth, the 
CEO of the Ramblers,and run 

by Ed Wilson of Central Office 
and members of the Oxfordshire 
Countryside Services team.  
Local Chiltern Society members 
also assisted.  

 During a similar period we have 
been setting up a parish path 
warden scheme and have run 
four courses, again with the 
help of the Countryside Services 
team.  Some good news is that 
members from both the path 
warden scheme and the working 
parties have been working with 
parish councils to arrange for 
old broken stiles to be replaced 
by gates.  

 To make this possible they 
have raised £6,200 so we hope 
this work will be completed 
soon.  Our e-newsletter sent 
to members in May gave more 
details of these achievements.

• At the 2014 AGM for the first 
time we showed photographs 
of our Ramblers year using a 
well-worn projector linked to 
a laptop.  The Area committee 
has since decided to buy a 
new projector so that groups 

can borrow it for meetings 
or training purposes and to 
enhance Area meetings.  It will 
also be used at our next AGM.  
Area has several publicity items 
that groups can also borrow.

• We are looking forward to our 
summer picnic walks on 21 June 
when most groups will meet for 
lunch on Wittenham Clumps.  
The host group, Didcot & 
Wallingford, will provide extra 
refreshments. 

 Fingers crossed for a warm and 
sunny day!  Other events planned 
include a stand at the Henley 
Show on Saturday 13 September 
to promote membership, a 
Parish Paths Wardens training 
day on Monday 22 September 
and a First Aid training day 
(free to Oxfordshire members) 
on Saturday 21 February 2015. 

 For further information on these 
events please contact Rosemary 
Williams, Area Secretary 
(07964 179716, info@ramblers-
oxon.org.uk).

Susan Maguire
Chair, Oxfordshire Ramblers

Ridges

First aid 
course

Parish path wardens cut 
their brambles

From the Chair On the ridge from Mam Tor, near Edale.   Photo: Joan Clark

Ready for the challenge!   Photo: Robin Harrison
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Success!
A few interesting developments 
were aired at the Executive 
Committee on 24 March.  First, 
Tony Dale, with the help of 
Oxford Civic Society and Oxford 
Pedestrians Association, has devised 
a website listing the available walks 
in Oxford; to sample go to www.
oxfordwalks.org.uk.  This provides 
links to walks that are on websites 
and details of the books or leaflets 
that contain the rest.

Blitz & Klean (an offshoot of 
Bicester & Kidlington, whence 
the initials) have obtained a grant 
of £800 for gates to replace stiles 
on the Flora Thompson walk at 
Hethe and Juniper Hill.  In order 
to preserve the historic nature of 
the Juniper Hill path, the existing 
wooden stile will be upgraded and 
a wooden gate placed beside it.  The 
money is being given to the county 
council to buy the materials, as they 
can claim the VAT; charities (being 
VAT-exempt) can’t.

Dave Cavanagh (Vice Chairman) 
has obtained a grant of £5,000 from 
TOE2 (the current version of Trust 
for Oxfordshire Environment) for 
replacing gates with stiles and other 
work around Uffington.

Diversions, claims etc
Two landowners have objected 
to the order for the crossing at 
Chippinghurst Stepping Stones.  
We are still waiting for an inquiry 
date; perhaps there isn’t a venue big 
enough.

A diversion at Hailey School has 
been dropped because the school 
could not afford the cost of an 
inquiry.  Open Spaces Society (OSS), 
having failed to respond to the 
initial consultation, objected when 
the order was made several months 
later.  This cost the county council 
money that neither the education 

nor the rights of way departments 
can afford.  The money would not 
have been spent if OSS had replied 
promptly.  The county council has 
also been waiting for months for 
the society to indicate whether they 
will drop their objection to an order 
on Wallingford Footpath 1 if the 
university dedicates a route behind 
the boathouse.

On Sydenham Bridleway 7 we 
have the parish council, supported 
by ourselves (after having forced 
the initial diversion proposal 
into abeyance while 28 footpath 
problems were put right), wanting 
one diversion route to avoid the 
farmyard while OSS and CPRE 
wish to return to the route from 
which the path was diverted in 
1980 (and this over-simplifies the 
situation).  There are arguments in 
favour of either diversion, but in the 
meantime the county council is ‘pig 
in the middle’ and resolution of this 
Gordian knot seems a long way off.

The diversion of Burford 
Footpath 19 in the quarry has 
been confirmed.  This was put in 
abeyance in 2009 as a result of a 
lack of demand for cement; the 
economy seems to have improved 
enough to allow extraction to start.  
The diversion of Didcot Footpath 
5 through the development has 
also been confirmed; two more 
diversions are under discussion.

Other matters
John Case, our Countryside 
& Access Officer, attended the 
Footpaths sub-committee on 26 
March.  He explained his roles 
and asked for details (and indeed 
rumours) of major or unsightly 
developments to be referred to him 
as soon as possible, preferably before 
they even get to the planning stage.

David Godfrey
Area Footpath Secretary  

Footpaths, etc

Walking as a group isn’t 
just about racking up 
some mileage, it’s about 

getting out and about, admiring 
the views and most importantly 
being sociable.

Every Sunday, people in their 20s 
and 30s make the most of the great 
Oxfordshire countryside and head 
out for a walk varying from five to 12 
miles.  Setting out by foot, bus or car, 

the Oxon 20s & 30s Walkers usually 
congregate at 10.30am and set off for 
the day, armed with a packed lunch 
and some money for the pub!

Each week there is a different 
mix of people and each week 
everyone comes away having talked 
to someone different or learnt 
something new about someone they 
already knew.  Walking is liberating.  
Being out and about you always have 

something to say, if only to comment 
on the weather (this is England after 
all!)

With lots of events planned for 
the next few months, now is a great 
time to come along to our walks and 
socials - check our website at www.
oxon2030walkers.org or follow us on 
Twitter at @Oxon20s30s.

Emma Wilberforce
Oxon 20s- 30s Walkers

other hand I did enjoy helping at 
GC held at Keble College in Oxford 
in 2011 and I had never been to 
Liverpool so reasoned why not give 
it a go?

This proved a good decision.  From 
the rather faded but nevertheless 
majestic setting of the Adelphi 
Hotel (in some ways reminiscent 
of the building featured in the film 
The Grand Budapest Hotel with 
possibly some of the associated 
dodgy connotations in its history!) 
to the useful exhibition stands, and 
breakout coffee sessions I found it all 
an excellent experience.

There was a good mix of debate, 
discussion, hands on tasks and 
formal procedure, all organised very 
well.  We kicked off with a couple 
of workshops - in my case discussing 
‘the member experience’ and ‘talking 
about walking’, ie how to promote 
our groups and activities.  Working 
in small groups helped people 
immediately connect with each other 
and I would say the whole weekend 
was characterised by the friendliness 
of participants.  For those of us new 
to GC it was interesting to hear the 
motions debated and how they were 
resolved and to learn more about the 
Ramblers’ finances.  It was extremely 
useful to get to know more about the 
running of the Ramblers and to put 
faces to names such as the Chairman 
Jonathan Kipling and Chief 
Executive Benedict Southworth 
who mingled freely with delegates 
throughout the weekend and were 
happy to engage in conversation.  
Some of the most exciting sessions 
were on Sunday morning when we 

got to have our say in a couple of 
workshops about how the vision 
of the Ramblers should look and 
on governance matters.  It really 
did feel that the organisation was 
prepared to listen and take on board 
views from the ranks and this felt 
quite empowering.  I was interested 
to hear from regular attendees that 
they thought this was the most 
useful GC they had attended.

The closing speech by Kate 
Ashbrook, Ramblers President, was 
particularly rousing.  I came away 
convinced that the Ramblers does 
have a future, it is vitally important 
that we all redouble our efforts to 
raise the profile of walking and 
to increase membership and that 
we have to work as informatively 
as possible to secure our place in 
the leisure market.  This includes 
embracing and keeping up with 
all new forms of media and 
looking for all opportunities to 
encourage younger walkers.  We 
haven’t ‘cracked’ the Ramblers 
image problem but there was a 
willingness to keep trying.  I was 
also encouraged by the enthusiasm 
and commitment of those fellow 
ramblers I met and impressed by 
the leadership displayed.

Would I recommend attending 
GC?  Definitely - it was a fun, 
worthwhile and thought-provoking 
weekend.  Oh, and of course it 
was very gratifying that the Oxon 
Weekend Walkers film received an 
award too!

Vanessa Corrick
Chair, Oxon Weekend Walkers

I have to admit I was in two 
minds about attending 
Ramblers General Council 

(GC) (29-30 March) when my 
name was suggested at an Area 
meeting in January.  

I get enough of meetings and 
conferences in the day job and really 
wasn’t sure it was my thing.  On the 

Have you ever felt that 
you would like to lead a 
Ramblers walk, to share 

your favourite walk with others, to 
extend the range of countryside you 
walk in yourself, or just avoid getting 
lost?  For one or all of these, why 
not try the Oxfordshire Ramblers 
course on navigation, planning and 
leadership.

The course will be held in Abingdon 
in October over two evenings indoors 
and a Saturday out walking.  There 
will be a few presentations and some 
practical map and compass work.  
Students will work in small groups to 
plan a walk in a given location and 
then on Saturday we will walk them, 
the small groups each working as a 
team and the tutors giving hands-on 
examples of map and compass use.  

The dates are Wednesday 8, 
Thursday 9 and Saturday 11 October.  
To book a place contact John Gordon, 
3 Lydsee Gate, Wantage OX12 9XY 
(07968 710869 or e: valeramblers@
gmail.com).

More than just a walk 
for Oxon 20s & 30s

Impressions of a first-
timer at General Council

Find your way to lead a walk

Ready to lead.   Photo: John Gordon

A welcome break in the sunshine.   Photo: Emma Wilberforce
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The Area meeting in January 
unanimously accepted an 
offer from Nick Markham 

to continue running and 
developing map awareness courses 
and to become the Area Training 
and Development Officer.

Nick’s courses have been so 
successful that he is receiving 
requests for courses outside the 
county.  He has already run a ‘Using 
a Compass’ course and is looking at 
a new ‘Walking with a GPS’ course 
for next year.  Unlike the Ramblers 
organised courses which are very 
good in their own right, Nick’s are 
geared at a more practical level with 
participants getting actively involved 
so that by the end of the course 
they are able to read  a map and are 

Sunday 6 April saw the latest 
of our map awareness 
courses, designed to 

introduce participants to the 
basics of reading an Ordnance 
Survey map.  

The course was again held 
in Lilley on the Bedfordshire/
Hertfordshire border with the 13 
participants coming from as far 
as Epsom and Northolt, as well as 
the local Luton and Bedford area.  
Aided by two experienced leaders 
(Mike and Scott), Nick Markham 
guided the participants through 
the complexities of grid references, 

symbols and contour lines. 
This was followed by a session 

during which the practicalities 
of planning a route, where to 
walk and how long it will take, 
were taken into account.  The 
relaxed atmosphere appears to suit 
everyone.  After lunch came the 
chance to put things into practice, 
with the participants guiding the 
experts around a short local walk.  
The only complaint was ‘They 
made us walk uphill’ and when 
everyone had recovered from their 
exertions the day was summarised 
and the next steps discussed.  

The courses have been such 
a success that a more advanced 
compass based course in April was 
fully booked.  We have received 
requests to take the format further 
afield and courses have been 
planned for Buckinghamshire and 
Surrey later in the year.  Our plan 
is to develop the format further 
with new Bedfordshire-based 
courses to be held early next year.  

For the latest news on all our 
future plans please email Nick, our 
Area Training & Development 
Officer, on ivwramblers.nm@
ntlworld.com.

The programme for the 
2014 Bedfordshire 
Walking Festival has been 

published and, thanks to the 
many people and organisations 
offering their time and walks, is 
the most varied yet. 

Thanks to Mike Fayers and 
his volunteers more health walks 
are available particularly in Mid 
Bedfordshire.  However, the 
programme isn’t just about health 
walks.  It is about creating a range 
of walking opportunities for most 
levels of ability from pram-pushing 
parents to outdoor-loving senior 
citizens.  

As usual the walks are categorised 
into half day walks of five to seven 
miles, full day walks of between 

nine and 21 miles, interest walks 
of one to five miles, events for 
families, dogs and health walks.  
We are also experimenting with a 
walk for women only.   The RU4 
The Challenge event along the 40-
mile Greensand Ridge Walk, now 
an established favourite, will take 
place over the weekend of 13 - 14 
September. 

Full details of the programme 
are available on the festival website 
at www.bedswalkfest.co.uk.  
Hard copies are available - email 
organiser@bedswalkfest.co.uk.  
Bookings for RU4 The Challenge 
can be made either via the festival 
website or www.eventbrite.com.  
Follow us also on Twitter @
bedswalkfest.

RIPPLE activities 
restarted in February 
with six yellow-

topped marker posts and 
directional discs installed 
in Flitwick Plantation. and 
in March a further six were 
erected in Marston Thrift.  

April saw a ‘Magnificent 
Seven’ volunteers riding 
out to Sutton to clear two 
bridleways of vegetation 
which was affecting visibility 
for users as they reached 
busy roads.  ‘Magnificent 
Seven’ because these two 
big tasks were completed 
within our normal morning 
timescale and on just one of 
two planned dates, again 
proving what a valuable 
and terrific job is being 
done.

In Bedford Borough some 
excellent work has been 
done in Wootton where 
volunteers reopened public 
paths which had been 
little used in recent times 
because of a nearby and 
more convenient permissive 
path.  Access along the 
permissive path is to be 
revoked as the landowner 
is no longer prepared to 
allow its use.

In April volunteers tried a 
walk, survey and sign fix in 
Stagsden.  Volunteers set off 
in pairs to walk nominated 
paths armed with maps, 
tools and discs.  Stiles and 
kissing gates were cleared 
of vegetation and discs 
either replaced or added to 
marker posts.  Comments 
were recorded on missing 
or loose posts and the 
condition of surfaces, stiles 

and kissing gates.  Feedback 
from volunteers was most 
important for deciding 
whether we do it again 
either in the same format 
or a variation.

The programme for both 
Central Bedfordshire and 
Bedford Borough has been 
published but may change 
due to circumstances.  More 
people are always welcome 
and the work is very 
rewarding.  For up to date 
information contact me at 
walking@madasafish.com.

We would like to 
record our thanks to the 
Long Distance Walkers 
Association for a donation 
towards our RIPPLE 
activities and it was decided 
to purchase some fleeces 
and gilets with the Ramblers 
logo and words ‘Footpath 
Restoration Bedfordshire’ 
added.  Volunteers can 
order the garment of their 
choice for a small donation 
towards the total cost.

Barry Ingram

more confident of leading a walk 
or walking in an unfamiliar place.  
Nick has a wealth of experience 
having walked overseas and in 
Britain and brings two essential 
skills to training, commonsense and 
practicality.

Map awareness course

Bedfordshire 
Walking Festival 
(6-14 September)

RIPPLE

Area 
news

Gaining skills and confidence.   Photo: Barry Ingram

Nick Markham   Photo: Barry Ingram

BEDFORDSHIRE

bulletin

Marking the way. Photo: Barry Ingram
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The footpath committee 
has set up a sub 
committee in anticipation 

of a consultation on railway 
crossings along the length of the 
Marston Vale line from Bedford 
to Bletchley.  

This line, which in one area 
has six crossings within the space 
of half a mile, is scheduled to be 
upgraded as part of the East West 
rail project.  The sub committee 
will be looking at the whole route 
and making recommendations 
at the appropriate time.  If 
anyone wishes to put forward any 
suggestions please contact Chair 
of the Footpath Committee, 
Bob Tarron, at Robert.tarron@
btinternet.com.

Following the extremely wet 
winter we received a large number 
of temporary closures which both 
Central Bedfordshire and Bedford 
Borough are doing their utmost to 
deal with.  Many will be reopened 

during the summer.  Groups are 
being notified so check with your 
group Secretary or group website if 
in doubt.  

Bedford Borough has a number 
of BOATs (Byways Open to All 
Traffic) and many are in need of 
urgent repair.  They closed all of 
them to horse riders and mechanical 
vehicles from 1 May to allow the 
surfaces to recover.   Walkers 
however can still use them.  One 
particular BOAT, Forty Foot Lane 
on the border of Bedfordshire and 
Northamptonshire, was discussed 
at a recent Local Access Forum 
meeting where images showing the 
state of the lane were viewed and 
council officers indicated the cost 
of repairing it would exceed the 
annual rights of way budget for 
the next few years.  This begs the 
question of whether BOATs are an 
anomaly and should be reclassified 
as bridleways which would be 
simpler and less costly to maintain.

Along with the majority of 
the population, members 
of Lea & Icknield Group 

were not sorry to see the back of 
the winter weather! 

However, the hardy walkers 
amongst us were not afraid to 
embrace the challenging conditions 
which prevailed over the second 
half of the winter and we enjoyed 
plenty of splashes and puddles 
along the way.  Several members 
became regular welly-wearers 
and dry feet at the end of a walk 
became something to aim for.  But 
only one walk was called off; and 
that because the few who turned 
up in the pouring rain and gale 
force winds managed to convince 
each other that there were more 
enjoyable ways to spend a January 
Sunday morning.

But all had improved by the 
start of our spring programme and 
in early March a 12-mile walk in 
the Ware area, led by Ed Walker, 
saw us walking in t-shirts and (for 
some), shorts.  The location and 
walk length deterred a number 
of members who missed a very 
enjoyable day.  And a repeat of the 
fine weather the following week 
meant that our first London walk 
of the year was well attended and 
enjoyed by all.  We followed the Lea 
Valley Walk from Tottenham to 
Limehouse, taking in the Olympic 
Stadium, (and facing quite a bit of 
competition for walking space from 

the many cyclists also keen to enjoy 
the spring sunshine!)  The day 
ended with a trip over the Thames 
by the cable car - an exciting 
experience for all, even those of us 
that were a little daunted by the 
prospect initially.

A new venture for the group on 
our current programme has been 
the introduction of a monthly short 
walk - three to four miles in the local 
area - to encourage those members 
who are finding the longer distances 
too much.  We also hope to attract 
potential new members who are 
new to walking.  The first walk, 
from the Inspire Sports Centre and 
led by Bob Tarron, proved a great 
success with 25 members walking, 
a number of whom haven’t been out 
with us for some time.  We hope to 
make these shorter walks a regular 
addition to future programmes if 
they continue to be well attended.

The group held its annual dinner 
in February, a change from the 
usual November time slot in an 
attempt to avoid clashes with pre-
Christmas events.  A new venue this 

time as well; the Chiltern Hotel in 
Luton.  It proved a popular choice, 
everyone attending gave positive 
feedback, we had a spacious room to 
ourselves and good food reasonably 
priced.  Even the waiting staff said 
they hadn’t enjoyed an evening as 
much as that for ages and hoped we 
would return next year!  The raffle 
raised an impressive £165 which 
was donated to the Keech Hospice 
in recognition of the care given to 
John Foran in the last weeks of his 
life.

Coming up we have a full 
programme of walks to look 
forward to over the next few 
months including another London 
walk in June.  Plans are underway 
for a possible weekend away in 
September and as usual we will 
be submitting a variety of walks 
for inclusion in the Bedfordshire 
Walking Festival.  And for the 
quizzers amongst us, we hope that 
another quiz night will be held in 
the autumn.

Rosemary Hasker

North Beds welcomed 
members of Kensington 
Chelsea & Westminster 

Ramblers for a lovely walk on 
25 January despite the previous 
inclement weather.  

The heavy rain in January meant 
that the original walk by the river 
had to be cancelled and ‘plan B’ put 
into action.  However, that Saturday 
the sun shone brightly and walking 
was very pleasant indeed.  The 

day included lunch at the Danish 
Camp, a small cafe on the banks of 
the overflowing River Great Ouse.  
Two people strode ahead to tell the 
catering staff that our party was on 
its way so they were prepared for the 
invasion of some hungry walkers.  
An invitation from our visitors to 
join them in late August is a walk 
not to be missed.

Jan Morris
North Beds Ramblers

This year’s Berkshire Area AGM will be held on Saturday 
29 November at Barkham village hall, on the outskirts of 
Wokingham, hosted by Loddon Valley Group.  After the 
formal business there will be a talk by Peter Ellis, one of only 
350 people who have climbed to the highest point on each of 
the seven continents.  Peter will talk about the final stage of 
his quest, the ascent of Everest.

Footpaths Lea & 
Icknield

Rain didn’t stop play

Area AGM
Now that the countryside 

is finally drying up, the 
memory of how truly 

awful the weather was this past 
winter might be fading.  For 
West Berks Ramblers’ Working 
Party though, there is  one 
memory that will live forever.  

That was when our 200th gate 
was installed on St Valentine’s 
Day, despite the deluge.  Because 
of the weather the event couldn’t 
be celebrated on-site in a fitting 
style - the walk to the gate by the 
rest of the Working Party had to 
be curtailed, as did its ‘opening’ 
and the photo shoot - but these 
were merely postponed until we 
reached the local pub where lunch 
and cake were awaiting us.

The gate installation offshoot of 
our Working Party began in July 
2004 when Colin Honeybone 
became involved in working 
for West Berks Council as a 
Ramblers’ volunteer.  He began 
erecting waymark posts under the 
coordination of the then Rights of 
Way Officer.  He thinks this might 
have been a test of his ability.  If 
so he obviously passed because he 
then graduated to erecting gates 

on public rights of way.  All types, 
both metal and wood, the widest 
one being 16 feet, incorporating 
a pedestrian gate within it.  He 
reports that he found the manual 
aspect of the work an interesting 
departure from his previous 
experience as a businessman.  Ever 
since then he and his team have 
been erecting gates at the rate of 
about two a month.

Colin says: ‘I do it because I 
take great pleasure in making 
a contribution to our fantastic 
network of public rights of way, 
there being approximately 700 
miles in West Berkshire, and also 
for the benefit of all other country-
loving people.’

On 7 April Newbury Town 
Council presented its annual 
Civic Award, acknowledging 
individuals and groups who have 
made significant contributions 
to the community.  Once again 
our Working Party was selected 
for consideration.  Although 
we didn’t win, to be nominated 
finalists was an achievement and 
recognition of our value to West 
Berkshire.

Denise Buchan

200th gate 
installed

Team Lea & Icknield at the Olympic Stadium on their Lea Valley Walk. 
Photo: Rosemary Hasker

BERKSHIRE
bites

Many roads will close on Sunday 10 August for the 
RideLondon-Surrey 100-mile cycling challenge event 
when 25,000 riders will set off from London to the 

Surrey hills and back.  
The route will include Richmond Park, Newlands Corner, Leith 

Hill and Box Hill so avoid these areas if you are looking for a peaceful 
walk.

25,000 on 
cycle ride

Another first aid course 
for members of 
Ramblers groups in 

Berkshire has been arranged 
and will be held on Thursday 
25 September at the St John 
Ambulance Training Cerntre 
in Church Road, Woodley, 
starting at 10am.

  It will be a three hour course 
covering the basics on how to 
dress wounds, resuscitation, 
dealing with broken limbs, 
damaged muscles, choking, 
shock, heart attacks, etc.  
Those who attend will get an 
Essential First Aid certificate 
which will be valid for three 
years.  If you are interested, 
please let David Turner (01189 
784364, chair@lvra.org.uk) 
know. 

First aid 
course
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KENT
calling

Pat Wilson, who served 
as the Area’s Footpath 
Secretary for many years, 

died on 4 April peacefully at her 
home in Kent, aged 97. Over the 
years Pat saved countless paths 
and open spaces in Kent and 
Medway and instigated two far-
reaching Ramblers’ cases which 
not only saved paths in Kent 
but set crucial precedents for 
other paths. Pat was President 
and founder of Meopham & 
District Footpaths Group and 
for 20 years the Open Spaces 
Society’s Vice President and local 
correspondent for Medway. As 
recently as 2012 she claimed more 
than 120 urban alleyways in 
Medway for the official map and 
continued with her campaigning 

to the very end.
Ramblers President and General 

secretary of the Open Spaces 
Society, Kate Ashbrook said: ‘I 
worked with Pat for more than 
30 years. Pat was a legend but 
also a reality. She was feisty and 
determined and tirelessly hard-
working to the very end. She was 
motivated to challenge authority 
and was rewarded with many fine 
victories for paths and spaces in 
Kent and Medway. And was so up-
to-date - I know no other 97-year 
old who worked and communicated 
with the world by email. As we 
walk through Pat’s country - and 
the towns too - we can feel certain 
that were it not for her persistence, 
determination and hard work, path 
users would be much the poorer.’

Pat Wilson 
1917 - 2014

Pat Wilson, a campaigner to the end                               Photo: Open Spaces Society

Wye is a very pretty 
village with a strong 
community spirit, set 

at the foot of the North Downs 
and 12 miles from Canterbury.

The village is popular with 
walkers who stop to refresh 
themselves at one of the three pubs 
and two restaurants and for the 
past three years the Wye Business 
Association has run an annual 
food festival celebrating the huge 
variety of food and drink grown, 
produced and served locally. 
The village also hopes to achieve 
Walkers Are Welcome status later 
this year.

To support their application, East 
Kent Walking Group, a Ramblers 
group predominantly for people 
in their 30s and 40s, has offered 
to lead the programme of evening 
walks that take place during the 
food festival. The walks are aimed 
at anyone who wants to relax and 
enjoy the beautiful countryside 
and will be joined by local experts 

to explain more about the area, its 
history and heritage and some of 
its unique food producers such as 
Ripple Farm Organics.

The food festival runs from 21 - 
29 June and the walks start in style 
on 21 June with a twilight Solstice 
walk celebrating the longest day 
with a walk up to the Crown on the 
top of the North Downs, a symbol 
carved in the chalk by students 

in 1902 to commemorate the 
coronation of Edward VII. Short 
walks are planned every weekday 
evening and it is hoped to raise 
awareness of the important work 
that Ramblers do in safeguarding 
the public rights of way network as 
well as introducing new people to 
walking. 

I believe that the best way to 
bring the Ramblers message to 

people is to go into communities, 
take people on walks and explain 
what the Ramblers do and how 
people can get involved. Taking 
part in local festivals and events is 
the perfect opportunity for us to 
do this and have some fun too.

Food festival events include 
an extended Farmers’ Market, 
including beer tent and music, 
a foodie quiz at the New Flying 

Horse pub, childrens’ pizza 
making at Wye Bakery, and a beer 
festival run by the Barbers Arms 
showcasing local brews. See www.
ekwg.co.uk for walk details and 
www.wyefood.org.uk for food 
festival details.

Alison Hargreaves
Chairman,  

Kent Ramblers and East Kent 
Walking Group member

Young ramblers take lead at food festival

Members of East Kent Walking Group build up their appetites for the festival                 Photo: Alison Hargreaves

While there was 
significant slippage 
with progressing 

the first stretch of the route 
from Ramsgate to Folkestone, 
the good news is that the 
government now appears 
committed to coastal access and 
the timetable for completing 
the coastal path around Kent 
has shortened significantly. 
There were concerns that the 
government would shelve or 
delay the delivery of a coastal 
path around England and so 
the Ramblers launched the 
successful ‘One Coast for All’ 
campaign. This was taken up 
locally and some groups lobbied 
their MPs and invited them to 
join them on a walk.

Natural England submitted 
its final report on the Ramsgate 
to Folkestone stretch in late 
October 2013 which was followed 
by a period for representations 
or objections to be made before 
the Secretary of State decided 
whether to approve the proposals. 
Preparations will then be made 
on the ground and the necessary 
paperwork completed before the 
new rights of public access come 
into force. The proposed route is 
based on recommendations made) 
after surveying the entire Kent 
and Sheppey coastlines in 2010-
2011 on behalf of Kent Ramblers. 

The final report took account of 
suggestions I made at the draft 
stage.

Work on the second stretch 
from Folkestone to Camber is well 
under way and Natural England 
is due to produce its proposals 
this summer. This stretch is more 
straightforward in that there 
is already access to most of the 
coast. The two exceptions are 
the MoD firing ranges at Hythe 
and Lydd where Ramblers has 
been consulted and agreed the 
inland diversions. The process has 
been shortened in that Natural 

England will no longer produce a 
draft report. This will save several 
months. Everyone will still have 
the opportunity to comment on 
the final report.

Natural England’s original 
programme indicated that they 
would not be starting on some 
stretches until near the end of the 
decade. There is a great deal of 
work to be done as some sections, 
where access is currently denied, 
are likely to prove problematic

Ian Wild
Former Secretary of 
Canterbury Group

Coastal access update

Ian Wild, on the right, next to Sir Roger Gale MP and his dog Lulu, with members 
of Canterbury Group on the coast at Reculver.  
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John Archer, who stood down from the Area Council at the 
February AGM, was presented with a certificate in recognition of 
his long service and hard work over many years. 

John served in various capacities including five years as Treasurer and 
seven years as Chairman since the Area was formed in 1984 and on the 
Southern Area Council before then. John was also a key player in the 
setting up of one of the Area’s most successful groups, the Metropolitan 
Walkers.

John Archer, retired from Area Council, but plans to continue leading walks

Following the item in the 
last issue, Maidstone and 
White Cliffs groups have 

now completed a Kent County 
Council (KCC) pilot scheme to 
clear soft vegetation from public 
rights of way, using member 
volunteers. We are delighted 
to report that it has been very 
successful. KCC Public Rights of 
Way (PRoW) has agreed for the 
volunteer work to continue and 
is willing to expand the scheme 
to include all Ramblers groups 
in Kent.

The good news was announced 
and discussed at length at the 
March meeting of the Kent 
Area Council. Delegates present 
unanimously voted for the work to 
continue. They were encouraged to 
return to their respective groups to 
hopefully inspire them and set the 
wheels in motion.

On behalf of White Cliffs 
Ramblers, we can confirm that the 
number of volunteers continues 
to grow and we currently have 25 
names on our list. Members have 
been easy to recruit. We act upon 
reports of work required. Most of 
these come from our walk leaders 
who encounter problems whist pre-
walking a programmed walk. we 
have also made contact with local 
footpath wardens, who are reporting 
issues to us when they consider them 

to be within our remit.
The winter storms brought down 

hundreds of trees in our district 
alone. Many have completely 
blocked access. In some places 
walkers have been able to squeeze 
underneath or around the side of 
obstructions, but this is not ideal 
and is often highly dangerous. 
Horse riders have been forced 
to turn back on bridleways and 
byways. Most of these trees are 
heavily clad with ivy and we find 
that once this has been cut back 
with loppers, the offending tree 
can easily be dealt with, using a 
bow saw. Willing hands ensure that 
the debris is neatly set aside, to be 
reclaimed by nature. It is going to 
take local authorities a long time 
and great expense to complete this 
work. At the very least we can help 
to improve the situation for the 
benefit of our own led walks.

We begin by carrying out a 
survey to see if we can cope with 
the work and ascertain the number 
of volunteers needed to work safely. 
After seeking approval from KCC 
PRoW and checking that they have 
not already allocated this work to 
others, we set up small working 
parties. We ask for volunteers who 
live locally, in order to save on 
expenses and we encourage car-
sharing. KCC PRoW require the 
names of the workers in advance 

to ensure that they are covered by 
insurance. They have supplied us 
with a decent selection of hand 
tools, first aid kits, gloves and eye 
protection. There will be health 
and safety training available for 
new groups. Every working party 
must have one trained person in 
attendance.

Don’t feel daunted and under 
pressure. Once you get the hang of 
it, running this programme is very 
straightforward. We are happy to 
offer support and advice to other 
groups.

As an example, a working party 
of five White Cliffs volunteers 
cleared three ivy-clad trees that 
were completely blocking EE365 
in Hacklinge in the Sandwich/
Deal area. They responded to a 
report from a walk leader who had 
discovered them whilst pre-walking 
his route. The path was completely 
clear and open for the walk a few 
days later. The work took an hour 
using loppers and bow saws. It 
was very rewarding and everybody 
thoroughly enjoyed it and lunch in 
a local pub rounded it off perfectly.

Vegetation is growing rapidly 
now so we expect to be busy 
keeping nettles and brambles at 
bay this summer. Slashing them 
down is very satisfying, especially 
when you see the before and after 
photographs. 

All we are asking is for people to 
give up a couple of hours of their 
time occasionally. There is no heavy 
work or commitment required. 
Many of us feel that it is our way 
of putting something back into 
society, rather than complaining 
about a lack of action from our 
hard-pressed local authorities. 
Their funding situation has gone 
from bad to worse. Yes, they should 
be doing this work, but we all know 
that they can’t and the public’s 
priority list for spending is unlikely 
to include clearing vegetation from 
rights of way. Of course, our hands-
on volunteers need to be reasonably 
fit and in good health. Those who 
are not might be willing to assist 

with some of the planning and 
coordination. 

We have had great support from 
KCC PRoW and a very quick 
response time to our requests. 
We are proud to be able to put 
something back into a pastime that 
is enjoyed by so many people. We 
can honestly say that it is a pleasure 
to be involved with the scheme. 
It’s sociable, enjoyable and it really 
does help us to keep fit, so we are 
getting an extra bonus from it. We 
hope that publicity will bring our 
voluntary work to the attention of 
all walkers and may even encourage 
more of them to join us.

Averil Brice
White Cliffs Ramblers

Volunteer path clearing

Satisfying work                                                                           Photo: Averil Brice

Three morning walks 
converged on the Pirate 
Castle in Camden on 8 

February in time for the start of 
the Area AGM where the guest 
speakers were Bruce McVean, 
Chair of the Movement for 
Liveable London, and Nicky 
Philpott, Ramblers Director 
of Advocacy and Engagement. 
The key points made by Area 
Chair Alex Mannings after 
welcoming members to the 
meeting were:
 although membership across 

the Area had continued to 
decline, both the Capital 
Walkers (for those in the 35-55 
age range) and London Strollers 
(which offers walks of under 
seven miles within Greater 
London) continued to buck the 
trend with both groups seeing 
good rates of growth.

 efforts had been made to 
encourage groups to publicise 

their walks to a wider audience 
in order to attract new people. 
As well as listing walks on 
Group Walks Finder on the 
Ramblers website, five of the 
nine groups in Inner London 
now show walks on the social 
networking site Meetup.

 on the campaigning front, 
action had been taken to help 
safeguard London’s footpaths. 
Efforts had continued to 
reopen the blocked section 
of the Green Chain Walk 
at Woodlands Farm on the 
Greenwich/Bexley border and 
after a meeting with the farm, 
local council and Ramblers, 
chaired by the CPRE, some 
progress had been made on a 
possible compromise. Some 
progress had also been made on 
the creation of a definitive map 
in Lambeth.

 steps had been taken to increase 
the Ramblers profile in London 
particularly via the use of 
social media and a start made 
to build up links with other 
campaigning organisations.

 the Area continues to contribute 
significantly to the Ramblers 
nationally with three members 
now sitting on the Board of 

Trustees (Alex Mannings and 
Des Garrahan were elected and 
Moira Fraser co-opted) and 
one member on the Agenda 
Committee (Clare Wadd). 

Area  
AGM

Service recognised

Kensington Chelsea & 
Westminster Group 
held their 12th 

annual joint walk with the 
London Blind Group on 5 
April. 

The Chalfont & Latimer 
circular planned by leader 
Heather Wheeller proved too 
wet, but an alternative route 
got us to the Cock Inn at 
Sarratt Church End. All 29 of 
us, 13 from the London Blind 
Group including helpers, and 
16 from our group, enjoyed an 
almost mud-free walk ending 
at Chorleywood. Many thanks 
to the Cock Inn, where 15 of us 
enjoyed an excellent lunch, for 
all their help.

Sue Chinn

Chalfont 
circular

INNER LONDON

insights
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Diary Dates
Until Saturday 19 July:  
Paintings of George Edward Collins (1880-1967)
Exhibition of works by local artist Collins who mostly 
painted natural history scenes, especially wild and farmyard 
birds.  Admission charge to museum.  
Dorking Museum, Surrey 
01306 876591, www.dorkingmuseum.org.uk.

Until autumn 2014: Collecting the countryside:  
20th century rural cultures 
A temporary exhibition giving a taste of recent acquisitions to 
illustrate the more recent history of the English countryside. 
Museum of English Rural Life, Reading. 
0118 378 8660, http://www.merl.org.uk

Saturday 14 - Sunday15 June:  
Open Garden Squares Weekend 
Over 200 London gardens, many not normally open to the 
public, will welcome visitors this weekend.   
One ticket covers all gardens. 
020 7839 3969 (Wednesdays and Thursdays only),  
www.opensquares.org

21,22,28,29 June: Tales of the Surrey Hills 
Gatton Community Theatre stage an open air play inspired 
by the location and local history. Reigate Fort, Surrey. 
07974 017524, www.gattoncommunitytheatre.org.uk

27 June - 2 November: Bridge  
Free exhibition featuring 100 contemporary and historical 
pictures of the capital’s bridges prompted by the 120th 
anniversary of Tower Bridge.  
Museum of London Docklands, London E14. 
020 7001 9844, www.museumoflondon.org.uk.

Saturday 28 June: Dacre Wood open day 
The Friends of Dacre Wood nature reserve welcome visitors 
to the 2.5 hectare site on the east side of the railway between 
Forest Hill and Sydenham stations in south London today 
(also on Saturdays 26 July, 30 August, 27 September  
and 25 October). 
dacreswood.org.uk

Wednesday 9 - Sunday 13 July:  
Metro-land: the birth of Amersham-on-the-Hill
Exhibition redisplayed in the museum.   
Admission charge to museum. 
Amersham Museum 
01494 723700, www.amershammuseum.org

Friday 11 July - Sunday 17 August:  
Travel Photographer of the Year 
Exhibition of award-winning images from the 2013 
international competition together with historic archive 
photos.  Free entry. 
RGS Pavilion, Exhibition Road, London SW7 
020 7591 3000, www.rgs.org

Saturday 12 - Sunday 27 July:  
Festival of British Archaeology 
Coordinated by the Council for British Archaeology, includes 
over 1,000 events nationwide.   These include an open day at 
Church Meadow excavation site in Ewell, Surrey, on Saturday 
12 to view part of a Roman settlement on the line of Stane 
Street;  a special opening of a Roman house and baths site in 
Bishopsgate in the City of London on Sunday 13; tours of 
Roman Dorchester-on-Thames in Oxfordshire on Saturday 
19 and an opportunity to explore a Roman bakehouse and 
Anglo Saxon cemetery off Poverest Road in Orpington on the 
weekend of 21-22.www.archaeologyfestival.org.uk.

Hankley Common situated 
between Farnham and 
Godalming is very 

popular with walkers as it is such 
a wild beautiful place with distant 
views and little sign of habitation 
although the villages of Thursley 
and Elstead are not far away. 

The common is ‘managed access’ 
land owned by the Ministry of 
Defence and used regularly for 
infantry training.  Hidden in pine 
and birch trees near a meeting of 
five bridleways called The Lions 
Mouth there is an unusual relic of the 
Second World War. Canadian troops 
camped and billeted around Elstead 
in 1943 had to prepare for their 
D-Day landing on the Normandy 
beaches. It was vital to train for their 
assault on the coast by preparing in 
as realistic a way as possible so they 
built a massive reinforced concrete 
wall on what was then an open sandy 
slope to replicate the German coastal 
defence line called the ‘Atlantic Wall’. 
It is still there! It is about 100 metres 
long, 3 m wide and 3 m high and on 
the western side, a short way off, are 
concrete obstructions called “dragons 
teeth”. Commando raiding parties 
had landed on the French coast in 
secret to examine the methods of 
construction and bring back samples 

of concrete to make sure that the wall 
could be made of the right materials. 
The troops practiced with ingenious 
devices to break through the defences 
and experiments were carried out 
using a specially designed Churchill 
Mark II tank carrying explosives on 
a detachable framework to breach the 
wall. Two breaches in the wall can still 
be seen where the 1000lb bombs were 
laid against the wall. The explanation 
of this unusual memory of the Second 
World War is recorded on a plaque at 
the central gateway of the wall.

There is also a special botanical 
interest: over the years since the war 
the remains of the wall have become 

colonised by alkaline loving lichens, 
mosses, ferns and other plants. 
The concrete provides the alkaline 
(calcareous) substrate that these 
species are adapted to and that are 
found nowhere else in the locality. It is 
an unusual range of plants to be found 
in an expanse of acid heath. 

The Ministry of Defence wanted 
to preserve the wall as an historical 
feature on their land and in 2002 
the MOD Hankley Conservation 
Committee won the annual National 
Sanctuary ‘Silver Otter’ award for the 
best conservation project on MOD 
land.

Note : How to find the Atlantic 
Wall: The Lions Mouth is shown 
on OS maps at Grid reference SU 
886 414. The wall is to the west, 
about 100m from the junction of the  
bridleways.

Right:  Dragons Teeth in the woods
Photos: Susan Holmes

 The  
‘Atlantic Wall’ 

in Surrey
Denis Holmes from Godalming & Haslemere 
Group, tells us about a strange relic of World War II 
you can discover

• A 40-mile circular walk route around 
central Bedfordshire and north 
Hertfordshire, to be known as the 
Chiltern Way - North Chiltern Trail, is 
to be launched by the Chiltern Society 
in September.

• Epping Forest visitor centre at High 
Beach reopened in April and is now 
run by The Friends of Epping Forest in 
partnership with the City of London 
Corporation.  The centre had been 
closed whilst more than 20 volunteers 
were recruited and trained.  It will ini-
tially open Fridays, Saturdays, Sundays 
and bank holidays from 11am - 4pm 
in summer and 10am -3pm in win-
ter.  The High Beach centre is one of 
four in the forest, including The View 

(open daily) and Queen Elizabeth’s 
Hunting Lodge at Chingford and The 
Temple, Wanstead Park (open week-
ends and bank holidays).

• Dagnam Park, on the country side 
of the north east London borough 
of Havering, is set to double in size 
with a 190 acre extension over former 
agricultural land to the north and 
an additional 10 acres adjoining 
the newly-widened M25 near Great 

Warley.

• The Bumblebee Conservation Trust 
is inviting everyone to help them by 
monitoring the bumblebee population 
in a national census across the whole 
of the UK.  All you need is a spare 
hour or so every month to walk a fixed 
route of about a mile (you choose 
where it goes) and send the trust your 
sightings.  More information is at 
www.bumblebeeconservation.org.  

Briefly


